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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressmen John W. Olver (D-1st District) and Richard E. Neal (D-2nd District) announced that Congress has approved $400,000 to support Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA)

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) and worked with Neal to secure the funding.

   "I am pleased to be able to deliver this substantial funding to help meet the transportation needs of the people who live and work here," Congressman Olver said. "Many residents are dependent upon accessible transportation to get to educational centers, health and social services, and most importantly, jobs. These funds will play a vital role in strengthening our transportation infrastructure which is incredibly valuable to the economic health and prosperity in the region."

  "There are many people in western Massachusetts who commute to work each day using public transportation. They count on the PVTA for safe and reliable transit at an affordable cost. This federal assistance helps make public transportation possible for those in the region who depend on it the most," said Congressman Neal.

  The funding for PVTA is included in the FY06 Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC Appropriations conference report.  The House and Senate approved the bill on Friday, Nov. 18, 2005.  The bill now goes to the presidentís desk for a signature.

  This earmark will continue to fund the Area-Wide Job Access and Reverse Commute program that PVTA developed over the past six years to provide efficient and economical transportation solutions to the residents of Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin counties making the transition from welfare to work.

   PVTA has worked closely with the business community, the local Massachusetts Department of Transitional Assistance offices, the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, Hampden Workforce Investment Board, Hampden County Employment and Training Consortium and its vendors.

   This funding will support the Night Owl service that extended transit service hours to connect second and third shift job opportunities with the regions urban centers.  It will also support connecting transit service between Northampton and Holyoke and a program to open up job opportunities in the Five College area to residents of the region's urban centers.

   With a fleet of 300 vehicles, the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority provides comprehensive transit service to its 24 member communities in western Massachusetts. With 44 fixed routes and five community shuttles, PVTA serves its regionís major urban centers and surrounding areas. Nearly half of the 10 million annual fixed route trips serve people commuting to work or school.

  ###

  For more information, contact Sandra Sheehan or Gary Shepard at PVTA at 413-732-6248.             
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